
Curriculum Map – Modern Fiction 
English Department, Ocean Township High School 

Topic: Modern Fiction 
Big Idea: 

 
The ability to read a variety of modern fiction works requires independence, comprehension and fluency. 
 
NJCCCS Alignment: 3.1 Reading 
Essential Question Enduring Understanding 
Strand D. Fluency 

• How can I read a variety of genres and 
types of texts with fluency and 
comprehension? 

 
Strand E. Concepts about Reading  
                  Strategies 

• How does preparing strategies before, 
during and after reading help me better 
understand its meaning? 

 
Strand F. Vocabulary and Concept Development 

• Why do readers need to pay attention to 
word origins and relationships? 

 
Strand G. Comprehension Skills and Response to 
Text 

• How do readers synthesize meaning from 
varied texts?  

 
Strand H. Inquiry and Research 

• How do readers conduct research by a 
single author to draw conclusions? 

 
How can students learn about themes of 
tolerance, peaceful coexistence and overcoming 
adversity through a variety of modern fiction 
texts? 

 
• Read appropriate materials at an 

independent level with accuracy and speed. 
Use appropriate rhythm, flow, meter and 
pronunciation when reading.  

 
• Identifying, assessing and applying 

personal strategies that were most effective 
in previous learning from a variety of texts 
will facilitate the reader’s ability to make 
meaning of the text. 

 
• Knowledge of words in the text determine 

comprehension and affect meaning. 
 
• Good readers compare, infer,  analyze, 

differentiate analyze and make connections 
(text to text, text to world, text to self) and 
make material personally relevant and 
useful. 

 
• Researchers gather and critique 

information to read and critically analyze a 
variety of works by a single author or in 
one genre 

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment: 
 
 
Strand D. Fluency 
 
 
 
Strand E. Reading Strategies (before, during and 
after reading) 

• Identify, assess and apply personal reading 
strategies effective for a variety of texts. 

• Practice visualizing techniques in pre-
reading, during and post-reading to aid 
comprehension. 

• Class discussions before, during and after 
reading the novel. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

• Students will read a variety of paperback 
novels which are age appropriate. 

• Selected novels follow genres of coming of 
age, magical realism, murder/mystery, 
cultural diversity, family relationships. 

• Students will discuss and recognize key 
elements of fiction through discussions of 
theme, characterization, plot development, 
setting, point of view, and setting 

• Students will study background of 
individual authors to enter into the 
imaginative world of the fction writer to 
understand and appreciate fiction. 

• Students will utilize the New York Times 
Book Review weekly to discuss popular 
genres and authors.  
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Curriculum Map – Modern Fiction 
English Department, Ocean Township High School 

 
 
Topic: Modern Fiction 

Big Idea: 
 
The ability to read a variety of modern fiction novels and write in clear, concise, organized language on a 
variety of suggested topics in a student generated journal. 
NJCCCS Alignment: 3.2 Writing 
Essential Question Enduring Understanding 
 
Strand A. Writing as a Process 

• How can students engage in the full 
writing process? 

Strand B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a 
formal product or publication) 

• How do writers develop a well written 
journal?  

Strand C. Mechanics, Spelling and Handwriting 
• How will the conventions of writing affect 

the communication of ideas in a student 
journal? 

Strand D. Writing Forms, Audiences and 
Purposes (exploring a variety of forms) 

• How will a student demonstrate a 
command of the novel through a journal? 

Students will develop and refine writing skills 
through an organized notebook/journal. 
 

 
 

• Write daily in a student journal for  
       sustained amounts of time. 
• Good writers develop a central idea or 

thesis to support or defend through highly 
developed ideas and content. They use a 
repertoire of strategies that enables them to 
vary form and style for different purposes. 

• Use and knowledge of Standard English 
conventions to edit writing helps readers 
understand what is being communicated. 

• A writer uses teacher generated material 
related to the novel to demonstrate 
command of content and develop personal 
style and voice. 

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment: 
 
Strand A. Writing as a Process 

• Students will engage in the full writing 
process and review, evaluate and improve 
own writing 

Strand B. Writing as a Product (resulting in a 
formal product or publication) 

• Students will develop a completed journal 
for each novel in the curriculum, included 
an extended written evaluation of a 
particular aspect of that novel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Students select notebook/journal for 
writing assignments. 

• Organize thoughts for writing activities to 
correspond with each novel. 

• Students choose 10 quotes teacher 
generated worksheets for each novel. 

• Write an extended  paragraph/essay 
expanding on one quote, or a theme from 
the novel.  

• Choose relevant questions to interpret and 
react.  

• Review basic Elements of Fiction before 
writing 

• Review the holistic rubric which will be 
used to assess student journals.  

• Students demonstrate comprehension of 
the material by selecting a series of quotes, 
ideas, themes to analyze. Their critical 
analysis reflects their understanding of 
characterization, plot and theme. 

• An assigned final project requires students 
to select a work of modern fiction for 
analysis from the perspective of a 
memorable character, theme or surprise 
ending.  

 



Curriculum Map – Modern Fiction 
English Department, Ocean Township High School 

Topic: Modern Fiction 
Big Idea: 

 
All students will speak during class discussions in clear, concise, organized language which varies in form, 
content and purpose.  
 
NJCCCS Alignment: 3.3 Speaking 
Essential Question Enduring Understanding 
 
Strand A. Discussion 

• How can discussion of the novels increase 
our understanding of the plot and theme? 

Strand B. Questioning (Inquiry) and 
Contributing 

• What is the correct format for students to 
express their thoughts and feelings? 

• When is it appropriate to express 
contradicting points of view? 

Strand C. Word Choice 
• How does the choice of words affect the 

message conveyed in class discussions on 
topical issues? 

Strand D. Oral Presentation 
• How does a speaker communicate  in class 

discussions so that fellow classmates are 
willing to listen and engage in idea 
sharing? 

 
Class Discussions of Novels are an integral part 
of the Modern Fiction curriculum 
 

• Oral discussion is part of the class 
requirement and helps build connections to 
other students while creating further 
opportunities for learning.  

• Questioning and contributing to class 
discussions helps create a safe and healthy 
learning environment. 

• Questioning and contributing helps 
speakers convey their emotions on a 
variety of issues, clarifying their thinking 
and connecting those thoughts to situations 
outside the classroom. 

• To establish a tone and style for all 
students to share ideas, word choice is 
paramount and defines the message. 

• The teacher will establish discussion 
guidelines and act as leader/moderator so 
that students can feel comfortable in 
presenting ideas and concepts.   

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment: 
Strand A. Discussion 

• Each set of novels will generate a class 
discussion related to theme and content.  

• Students will be encouraged to relate the 
novel to as aspect of their lives or society 
as a whole. 

• Students develop Speaking Skills 
Through their discussion of character 
development, plot and theme. 

Strand B. Questioning (Inquiry) and 
Contributing 

• Questions for discussion are generated by 
selected quotes which correspond to the 
main ideas of each novel. 

• Investigating background of a novel or 
novelist contributes to understanding.  

• Quotations are used as an impetus for 
further discussion and inquiry. 

Strand C. Word Choice 
• How does word choice provoke emotional 

response to the novels? 
 

• Novels are divided into genres including, 
“coming of age, “ “cultural diversity,” 
murder/mystery, magical realism 

• Students are assessed through their 
participation in oral discussion. 

• Reluctant speakers are encouraged to read 
an excerpt from their journals. 

• Students are provided with a list of 
approximately 20 quotations or probing 
questions to respond to in their journals. 
These quotes are used to initiate class 
discussions on the main points of each 
novel. 

• Students are assessed or their class 
contributions. Rubric employed involves 
clarity, conciseness, relevance, higher level 
inferences made. 

• Opening discussions with timely topics 
like, “Teen Suicide,” “Peer Pressure,” 
Sexual Harassment and Abuse,” 
“Capital Punishment,” “Prejudice and 
Bias,” occur through key words. 

 



Curriculum Map – Modern Fiction 
English Department, Ocean Township High School 

Topic: Modern Fiction 
Big Idea: 

Active listening by all students will enhance the information needed to enjoy and comprehend the literary 
selection. 
 
NJCCCS Alignment: 3.4 Listening 
Essential Question Enduring Understanding 
Strand A. Active Listening. 

• How can I explore and reflect on new ideas 
expressed by the teacher and other students 
while focusing attentively? 

• How can I distinguish between emotional 
and persuasive rhetoric. 

Strand B. Listening Comprehension. 
• How does active listening help me to 

summarize, make judgments and evaluate 
the novel? 

• What is the appropriate response during a 
point being debated in class? 

• How can I distinguish the credibility of the 
speaker? 

• Are propaganda and argument being used 
in oral form? 

 
Enhancement of Active Listening Skills

• Comments expressed during class 
discussions help to clarify integral parts of 
the novel, including characterization, plot 
and theme. 

• Students express different points of view 
which are then offered for consideration.  

• Active listening helps students to decide 
whether or not to pursue further selections 
in the same genre of by the same author. 

• Effective listening enables the student to 
interpret and evaluate increasingly 
complex messages conveyed in the novels.  

• Listening to all points of view widens the 
scope of understanding. 

• The classroom rules for expression and 
active listening allow for a controlled and 
safe learning environment. 

 
Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment: 
Strand A. Active Listening 

• Explore and reflect on ideas while actively 
focusing attention in class. 

• Listening carefully to distinguish emotive 
and persuasive rhetoric. 

• Demonstrate appropriate listener responses 
to a class discussion on the literary work. 

Strand B. Listening Comprehension 
• Listen to summarize, make judgments and 

evaluate. 
• Evaluate the credibility of a speaker. 
• Determine when propaganda and argument 

are used in oral forms. 
• Listen and respond appropriately to a 

debate.  
 

• Each novel serves as the basis of a class 
discussion upon completion. 

• Each student will either respond to a 
teacher generated question or read a 
response from the student journal. 

• Students will follow the established 
classroom rules for discussion enabling 
everyone to express his or her point of 
view in a safe environment.  

• Students are assessed in class participation 
during these discussions.  

• Active listening enables students to 
respond appropriately. 

• Many of the ideas expressed in class 
discussions translate into judgments 
regarding the novel. 

• Listening to other points of view helps to 
elicit an aesthetic response. 

• Journals responses reflect listening and 
comprehension.  

• Effective listening and oral exchanges 
enables students to interpret and evaluate a 
novel and judge it’s effectiveness in 
reaching today’s modern fiction reader.  

• Student journal is used as a final 
assessment. 

 
 



Curriculum Map – Modern Fiction 
English Department, Ocean Township High School 

Topic: Modern Fiction 
Big Idea: 

 
All students will access, view and respond to print and  nonprint resources to enhance understanding 
of the literary work. 
 
NJCCCS Alignment: 3.5 Viewing and Media Literacy 
Essential Question Enduring Understanding 
Strand A. Constructing Meaning 

• What is the difference in the media’s 
message as compared to the novel?  

Strand B. Visual and Verbal Message 
• What values, lifestyles and points of view 

are being presented in the media message?  
• Does the media message omit key aspects 

of the written work? 
Strand C. Living with Media 

• Why do the media choose certain novels to 
translate to a different medium? 

• Does the film version of the novel explore 
the same ideas and themes? 

• Will the students recognize that the 
creators of media enhance the performance 
to convey their messages? 

 
Students view, evaluate and respond to print, 
and  nonprint resources.  

• Students experience the media version of 
the written word and respond differently. 

• Often media has embedded values and 
points of view which affect the original 
message of the written work. 

• Students determine validity of media 
presentation of the novel. 

• Media presentation affects personal 
experience. 

• Compare and contrast skills are honed in 
the journal evaluation of the media 
presentation and the original novel. 

• Students recognize media for stereotyping. 

Areas of Focus Activities and Assessment: 
Strand A. Constructing Meaning from Media 

• Students understand that messages are 
representations of social reality and vary 
by time periods and parts of the world.  

• Students identify and evaluate how media 
product expresses the values of the culture 
that produced it.  

• Identify and select media forms 
appropriate for the viewer’s purpose. 

Strand B. Visual and Verbal Message 
• Analyze media for gender, ethnicity. 
• Compare and contrast media sources. 

Strand C. Living with Media 
• Use print and video sources to explore 

human relationships, new ideas, and 
aspects of our culture. (e.g., racial bias, 
marriage, family, and societal pressures) 

• Determine influences on media based 
historical, economic and social contexts. 

• Recognize that creators of media use a 
number of forms and techniques to convey 
their message.  

 

• Students will use The New York Times 
Book Review , online best seller lists, like 
Amazon.com and other electronic sources 
to evaluate the current reading trends. 

• How does the best sellers’ list express the 
values of our culture and which genres will 
students be drawn to? 

• Viewing the film versions of the novels are 
an integral part of the assessment of the 
student journals.  

• Students will compare and contrast the 
novel with the film version and note social 
realities and stereotypes. 

• Journals reflect students’ understanding of 
the often stark differences between the 
novel and the film version. 

• Video versions of the novels clearly 
enhance student understanding and is 
reflected in their journals.  

• The class discussions following the reading 
and media versions of the novel are 
translated into an expository essay 
explaining the novel’s impact.  

• Students submit a weekly list of current 
best selling authors to discuss techniques 
and genres popularized in film.  

 




